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Il progetto del locale ¢
I’ archltetto Mlchele Cazzanl dello

adibito a meeting room e sala mostra
per i manufatti dell'azienda, uno
showroom occupato dall'esposizione
dei materiali lapidei e una scenografica
torre di marmo, dedicata al tema
dellfospitalita che, oltre al ristorante,
accogliera in futuro un Design Hotel.
Per dare vita a un complesso organico
e funzionale, salvaguardando l'identita
di ogni singolo volume, i progettisti
hanno creato un sistema di piazze
e cammlnamentl, che fungono da
e tra i diversi elementi, e
ndate-agli-straordinari
lapidei dell'azienda, alle aree
gli specchi d'acqua la funzione
di filo conduttore del progetto.

- gl
of the nearby Apuan Alps. It has

been designed by architect Michele
Cazzani of firm Archizero within the
productive and commercial complex
headed by franchiumbertomarmi,
leading company in the extraction,
processing and production of the
stone industry. Three new separate
buildings have been added to the
existing corporate headquarters: a
small pavilion housing the meeting
room and the showroom for the
company items, a showroom for the
stone materials and a spectacular
marble tower, dedicated to the
hospitality, hosting a restaurant and,
in the future, a Design Hotel. In order
to create an organic and functional
complex, while preserving the identity
of each volume, the designers' effort
has endeavotired to fittingly balance
the interconnections among the
ctional spaces through
de of squares and
where stone, green spaces
and water mlrrors are the dominant




Il De rerum notura di

qgni
q mi
retta, tali

quanto

ofi, che fanni
Alpi Apu




#

WAL

"T'_,\ oLy




The sculptural tower building within  the
franchiumbertomarmi complex  has  been
constructed with an iron structure and a Cipollino
marble ventilated facade, characterised by micaceous
veins, creating on the white surface suggestive
undulating ribs shading from pale to dark green. In
order to emphasise the facade material, the marble
has been treated with high-pressure water jets thus
conferring upon surfaces a porous and rough-look.
The aim of the installation has been to bring out
the force of materials, showing a marked tendency
to choose the ones of natural origin with a low
environmental impact. Inside the restaurant area on
the ground floor and in the basement with the open
wire cellar, the precious Calacatto marble has been
enriched by wood and glass. From a formal point of
view, this building has been designed in a measured
equilibrium of solids and voids, echoing the magic
of the extraordinary marble quarries of the Apuan
Alps, where voids have the same importance and the
same expressive strength as the masses. Regarding
his waork, the architect Michele Cazzani points to the
American Lessons by ltalo Calvino, in his essay on
Lightness: The De Rerum Natura of Lucretius is the
first great work of poetry in which knowledge of the
world tends to dissolve the solidity of the world..,
Lucretius sets out to write the poem of physical
matter, but he warns us at the outset that this matter
is made up of invisible particles. He is the poet of
physical concreteness, viewed in its permanent and
immutable substance, but the first thing he tells us is
that emptiness is just os concrete as solid bodies.. ..
Even when laying down the rigorous mechanical laws
determining every event, he feels the need to allow
atoms to make unpredictable deviations from the
straight line, thereby ensuring freedom both to atoms
and to human beings. In the design intent, the building
is evidence not only of the enunciation of concreteness
and physicality of the void, but also of the poetry of
the invisible, of the unforeseeable. The elegant Extra
restaurant, which accommodates up o thirty guests,
inserts itself into this vision, becoming an emblem of
it. The purpose of the intervention to create a unique
language, able to connect the intenor with the exterior
spaces extends into the adjacent areas till defining a
unique design with squares, green areas, waterworks
and water mirrors, blending their aesthetic content
with the function to cool the glass facade. Some
marble vases, designed for franchiumbertornarmi
by architects Paolo Armenise and Silvia Nerbi, are
positioned in one of the tanks, designed by Archizero,
whereas the square hosts an installation by architect
Giuseppe Venuta. The buildings are equipped with
plants for recovery of meteoric water and ventilation
systems with thermal recovery
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